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1. This written Comment Form is specifically directed at those in attendance from San Diego County on the Public
Scoping meeting on 8/26/15.

My husband, Larry E. Hayes, and I, Linda Hayes have, since 1986 (29 years), have lived on, and payed property taxes for,
the property, located at 15466 El Monte Road. I am writing to you in response to the EIR committee’s inquiry tegarding the
perspective and objections, of El Monte Valley residents regarding the proposed “sand mining operation” ptoposed in the El
Monte Valley.

El Monte Valley is one of the last unspoiled valleys in Southern California, and is designated as an official “Scenic
Cotridor”. The proposed sand mining operation is not compatible with the “Scenic Corridor” and will effectively destroy, the

current, tranquil quality of life chosen by all of the inhabitants of the valley, as well as thousands of citizens who travel to the
El Monte Valley, in order to enjoy the two county parks (Lake Jennings Park, E1 Monte State Patk, and the El Capitan
Reservoir that are located in the El Monte Valley. The sand mining project, will also negatively impact the extremely expensive
residences of Blossom Valley, who prize the “million dollar views” from their properties above the El Monte Valley.

Although the sand mining project (in order to gain public approval) is called a “Habitat Restoration Project”, in truth,
before (and if) a restoration takes place, the sand mining project, first, will decimate all wildlife and plant life currently
existing in the projected sand mining swath through the valley. Species to be obliterated include several endangered animal
species, including the Golden Eagle, and centuries-old California Live Oak Trees that grow, only in very limited areas in
Southern California. Animal displacement, of those creatures fleeing their destroyed habitats, onto existing residential
properties, will occur. Fleas from mice, squitrels, rats, raccoons, bobcats, cougats, can spread bubonic plague. Poisonous
snakes will relocate and be of danger to humans and pets. Our own dog was bitten by a large rattlesnake, that sought
refuge in our own fenced back yard, when new neighbors cleared away debtis on the land they had purchased.

The sand mining will destroy the livelihoods, and property values of all El Monte Valley residents, whose land is

currently zoned agricultural, and who depend solely upon their wells for drinking water, for human and animal consumption,
as well as for irrigation purposes. Residential businesses will be ruined; such as the many horse boarding opetations, wedding
and party venues, avian breeding facilities, annual pumpkin patch, and field trip destinations for the many schools who bring
thousands of children to experience “the country/agricultural life” etc., who, all, “market” El Monte Valley’s peace and
tranquility, that is so rarely found today.



The sand mining project by ruining wells, will obliterate El Monte Valley residents’ property values, and render the
properties un-sellable, (all dependent upon wells). Properties will have no water soutce, after the sand mining operation
drains the El Monte Valley aquifer. This aquifer also provides water to citizens beyond the valley itself. In a time of (by the
California governor’s proclamation) severe drought and water shortage, burdened with an ever increasing population demand
upon existing water resources, it is unconscionable that Mark Weston, formetly the Helix Water district’s manager, and now
the Chair of the San Diego Water Authority, could sanction a mining project, in a populated area, that will destroy a valuable
watet resoutce (the El Monte aquifer) that serves many citizens. It is a conflict of interest for Weston to be in a position of
tesponsibility for the preservation of water resources, and at the same time be involved with the proposed sand mining
operation, that will destroy an impottant water aquifer. Without our wells, we cannot use, not, will be able to sell our

ptopetty.

Owners of the sand mining operation should be insured and/or bonded for an amount equal to the property value loss of El

Monte and Blossom Valley residents, to enable payment of claims for property value losses due to lack of water, which
will bring about litigations.

There is a strong, constant westerly wind through the El Monte Valley. The proposed sand mining operation will cause the
pollution of the air, with airborne contaminants, including the existing (in the E1 Monte Valley) coccidiomycosis “valley fever
spores” to residents to the east of the sand mining project, above the project (Blossom Valley) as well as to the thousands of
visitors to the El Monte parks and reservoir, as well as to children attending Oma’s pumpkin patch and children on school
field trips, to the dairy. Those working on the sand mining project, will stand a chance of contracting “valley fever”, who then,
can spread that disease to others in their realm of contacts. Blossom Valley tesidents, will suffer from the same airborne
pollution.

The El Monte Valley is bordered by steep canyon walls. As the current residents know, well, sound reverberates off of the
canyon walls, so the noise of the proposed sand mining project, machinery and 462- 10-wheel trucks, daily, will cause
stressful, noise pollution to all those residents east (down wind) of the mining project, and above (Blossom Valley residents)
the mining project, as well. Noise is injutious to humans, animals, and birds.

The El Monte Valley is designated as a “scenic cotridot”. We residents of the valley are subject to the scrutiny, and must
earn the approval of the County, before erecting any structure on our private propetties that could be deemed, by the County,
as “unsightly” from El Monte Road. The proposed sand mining operation is incompatible with the El Monte Valley’s
“Scenic Corridor” designation, an should be held to the same restrictions, as are the El Monte Valley residents.

The sand that now filters the water of the valuable El Monte Valley aquifer will be removed to a level of 90 feet. Our own
well is currently 80 feet deep. The proposed mining project will last 15 no 20 years, with no guarantee that the mining will end
at that point, nor any guarantee that the mined atea will actually be restored. Fotmet mining projects have not been
testored, and are left as an ugly eyesore. My husband and myself ate seniot citizens, who sought a life in the El Monte
Valley, and will not live to see the end of this project.

As the construction of the dam at the El Capitan Resetvoir affectively stopped the movement westward of the sand, once

removed the sand will not be replenished, and will leave a mud plain, and a dangerous breeding site for mosquitos
and West Nile Vitus.

If the proposed mining project lowers the valley level to 90 feet, then all properties upstream (to the east) of the project

will be subject to losing our own property (soil) during heavy rains, as our own land will be carried downstream, to
the lower area of the sand collection pit. In 1986 a former land owner, in El Monte Valley, owner, to our direct west,
stated that he lost 8 acres, of his property, in one heavy rain, when the Nelson-Sloan sand pit was in operation. down stream
to his land. Our own fence line to the north, that borders the “riverbed” was washed away when the dam overflowed years
ago. We fear that the portion of our land, with which we earn our income, that boarders the "San Diego River bed" will be
washed down to lower elevation of the mining pits, in heavy rains.

The availability of sand from other soutces, and the re-cycling of cement, should mean that is is not necessary to
mine the sand in the inhabited El Monte Valley. There ate thousands of miles of unused land, in the US deserts, and in

2



Mexico, where sand can be mined without the destruction of the lives of the pre-existing E1 Monte Valley residents, flora, and
fauna.

The mining operation has been described as a 15 to 20 year project, starting at 7:00 a.m., until dusk, daily, excavation being
conducted five or six (description varies) days a week , and requiring several hundred, DAILY, ten-wheel truck+trailer trips
in and then out of our narrow valley! El Monte Road is a narrow, winding road, already noted for numetous fatal vehicle
accidents. Even if the mining project builds its own road down the center of the valley, the traffic will ALL converge at the
neck of the valley, creating a nightmare bottleneck! The additional truck _traffic will, be hazardous, as El Monte Valley
has only one small road for entry and egress. Such increased truck traffic will cause traffic congestion, and a severe danger,
to those trying to escape in the advent of fire.

El Monte River Valley has been the path for countless horseback trail riders for centuries. (Helix is a relatively recent
“ownet” of the valley.) After the sand mining project is terminated (at a point which some of us will be too old to still be
riding horses) horse traffic will be restricted to a (boting) perimetet, multi-use (a dangerous mix for equestrians; bikes, hikers,
and horses are not compatible) trail. The El Monte Valley has one of the largest horse-populations in the nation; it is truly a
shame to tip this popular recreational activity away from so many horse-enthusiasts, who travel from considerable distances, to
board or to ride their horses in the El Monte Valley.

Thank you for taking the time to read, and to consider the objections of the valley (El Monte Valley and Blossom Valley)
residents, and the thousands of people who visit El Monte Valley, who, all, desire to save the resources and integtity of; the
El Monte River Valley, as it exists today. In 1986, we were required to obtain a Major Use Permit, to open out small business,
and were made to mitigate all the concerns of our neighbors, which we did. I hope that the proposed sand mining project
will have to thoroughly mitigate all of the El Monte Valley residents' concerns, or if they cannot that, that they will
abandon the El Monte Valley sand mining ptroject.

Linda and Larry Hayes
Hazy Meadow Ranch & Cartiage
15466 El Monte Road, Lakeside, California 92040
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